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posal should have a decision guide available to help determine the ap-
propriate category for each waste; a simplified example of such a guide
is shown in Figure 10.1. Specific criteria such as pH and flash point may
need to be adjusted to comply with state or local regulations or disposal-
facility requirements.

The inclusion in Figure 10.1 of a decision criterion based on toxicity
reflects the fact that many laboratory chemicals that are not listed by
EPA (see Appendix A, 40 CFR Subparts C and D) are known or
suspected to be toxic; these materials should be handled as hazardous
waste even though they are not EPA-regulated hazardous waste. If the
toxicity of a chemical is not known or cannot be reasonably inferred by
analogy to similar compounds, it should be assumed to be toxic. The
specific limits for toxicity given in Figure 10.1 may vary from state to
state or laboratory to laboratory, but provision should be made to con-
trol the disposal of presumably toxic but unregulated chemicals. The
information on the characteristics of waste that is necessary for the use
of such a decision guide must be provided by the laboratory worker who
generated the waste.

VI.    OTHER METHODS OF PREPARING WASTES FOR
LANDFILL DISPOSAL

Although the lab pack is the most generally useful method for handling
chemicals for landfill disposal, other methods can be used and in some
situations may be preferred.

A.   SOLIDIFICATION OF LIQUID WASTES BY ABSORPTION

Liquid wastes can be solidified by combining them with sufficient inert
absorbent so that no free liquid remains, and a steel drum filled with
such a mixture can be disposed of in a secure landfill. The procedure
can be useful for handling wastes that cannot be disposed of by incin-
eration or other combustion and that are of too large volume for the
lab pack method. A small-scale check should be made to determine that
the absorption process is not strongly exothermic. The absorbents should
be the same types as those used in lab packs (this chapter, Section V.B).
This method cannot be used for any of the types of reactive materials
that are prohibited from landfill disposal (this chapter, Section V.B) or
for materials that have the EPA hazard characteristic of corrosivity.
Only compatible liquids (see Appendix E) should be so treated for
packaging in a single drum.